
USI Exemptions Table  
(Updated on 2 January 2018) 

(Applicable from January 2018 and reflecting the National VET Data Policy November 2017)  
NOTE:  

- unless exempt, a USI is required for all nationally recognised training courses 
- an exemption from the USI means that an RTO can issue a VET qualification or statement of attainment to a student without collecting and verifying a USI from them 
- where an exemption from the USI applies, RTOs must inform the student prior to enrolment or commencement of training/assessment (whichever comes first) that the 

results of the training will not appear on the authenticated VET transcript accessed through the student’s USI account  
- the exemption from USI reporting on single day courses lapsed on 31 December 2017, as scheduled. From 1 January 2018, RTOs need to collect and verify a USI for all 

students, unless they have a personal exemption or the course is exempt. It is recommended that you collect and verify your students’ USIs upon enrolment. 
 

1 Exempt RTOs or VET courses 

 A USI is not required where RTOs (or courses) are exempted by the Regulator* from AVETMISS reporting**   
 
National security, border protection and policing exemption 
5.3 An RTO is exempt from collecting and submitting data compliant with AVETMISS for the National VET Provider Collection where collection 
or submission of that data: 

a. would conflict with defence or national security legislation; or 

b. could jeopardise the security of defence, border protection, customs, national security or police personnel. 

 
5.4 The exemptions under section 5.3 only apply to specific programs or students where security may be jeopardised. Where an RTO also 
delivers training that would not conflict with defence or national security legislation or where the security of defence, border protection, 
customs, national security or police personnel is not jeopardised, it must collect and report data compliant with AVETMISS for the National 
VET Provider Collection on the training and students that are not exempt under section 5.3. 

 
Delivery of emergency or safety community services exemption 
5.5 An RTO is exempt from collecting and submitting data compliant with AVETMISS for the National VET Provider Collection where the: 

a. RTO is providing emergency or safety related services to the Australian community; and  

b. RTO is registered as a charity with the Australian Charities and Not-For-Profits Commission; and 

c. RTO provides volunteers, employees, contractors or other students with Nationally Recognised Training for which it receives no 
payment; and 

https://www.education.gov.au/national-vet-data-policy-0
https://www.usi.gov.au/node/2721


d. ability of the RTO to provide services to the community may be adversely impacted if it was required to collect and submit data 
compliant with AVETMISS for the National VET Provider Collection on all students.  

  
5.6 However, where an RTO comes within the scope of section 5.5 and a student does provide their USI to the RTO, the exemption does not 
apply and the RTO must report data compliant with AVETMISS for the National VET Provider Collection. 
 

5.7 Where an exemption under section 5.3 or 5.5 exists, the RTO must collect and submit annual aggregate competency commencement and 
completion data that does not identify the student, their location, or other fields deemed within the scope of the exemption for each program 
and subject. The data must be submitted directly to NCVER for all activity covered by the exemption, by the end of March of the year following 
the year in which the training occurred. 

2 Exempt Individuals  

 o International students undertaking their entire VET course outside Australia (also known as offshore training).  
o Students who have completed their VET training prior to 1 January 2015 but have not yet been issued with a qualification or 

statement of attainment in respect of that training.  
o Students who have applied for and obtained an individual exemption in writing from the Student Identifiers Registrar because 

they have a genuine personal objection to being assigned a USI.  
 
* The Australian Skills Qualifications Authority (ASQA) is the national VET regulator; RTOs registered only in Victoria are regulated by the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority 
(VRQA); RTOs registered only in Western Australia are regulated by the WA Training Accreditation Council (WATAC). RTOs should check with their Regulator if they are exempt. 
 
** All RTOs are required to report their training activity as a condition of their registration in line with the AVETMISS national data standard. The USI is an AVETMISS data field. Where RTOs 
are exempted by their Regulator from the requirement to report they are also exempted from collecting a USI for their students.  Where there is no Regulator exemption but only a USI 
exemption, RTOs may still be required to collect and submit AVETMISS compliant data - there could be reduced reporting requirements in some instances. All AVETMISS enquiries should be 
directed to support@ncver.edu.au phone: 08 8230 8400 toll free: 1800 649 452 
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